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“Our experiences in life, no matter how 
painful and unexplainable, are 
essential for character-building and 
helping others who are going through 
the same struggles.” 
 
 
Inspirational role model. Gifted public speaker. These are just some of 
the powerful descriptions of Mr Glenn Lim Kern Nien; a man who has 
turned away from drugs, and made good.  
 
 
As a young rock musician, Glenn came close to a life sentence and 24 
strokes of the cane for importing drugs. Glenn made a turnaround when 
his charge was reduced. Thankful for his second chance, Glenn joined 
Teen Challenge as a counsellor to other drug addicts.   
 

 
In 1998, he founded 
Awakening Productions, a 
non-profit events and talent 
management organisation, 
which organises gigs for 
youth to express themselves 
and realize their potential 
through performance and 
music. In 2003, Glenn, 
through Awakening 
Productions, was among the 
pioneers in recognising the 
talent of Operation Art-Core, 
a group of teens who were 

looking to express themselves through graffiti. He created opportunities 
for them to display their works in a positive, and professional 
environment.   
 
 
His selflessness extends to volunteering at voluntary welfare 
organisations such as Lakeside Family Centre, where he shares his 
knowledge of music and speaks at their Streetwise Programme, 
appealing to the youth in gangs, and sharing his dramatic, life-changing 



testimony.  He also speaks regularly at correctional institutions and 
various halfway houses. 
 
Glenn also works closely with agencies such as the National Arts Council 
and Singapore Anti-Narcotics Association to spread the anti-drug 
message, and with Singapore Corporation Of Rehabilitative Enterprises 
in the Yellow Ribbon Project. He has also most recently starred in ‘Green 

Grass’, a film commissioned by the National 
Council Against Drug Abuse and Singapore 
Prison Service, to tell his life story.  To date, he 
has reached more than 10,000 students and 
members of the public, making a profound 
impact on the community at large. 
 
 
Today, this dedicated anti-drug ambassador 
and champion of youth tirelessly engages and 
uplifts the young. By sharing his personal 
journey from the dark days of self-destruction 
and rebelliousness, Glenn has touched the 
hearts of many at-risk young people, and given 

them hope.  They have left their broken lives, and transformed 
themselves. 
 
 
For his dedication to youth work and being an inspirational role model, Mr 
Glenn Lim Kern Nien is conferred the Singapore Youth Award 2005. 
 
 
 


	MR GLENN LIM KERN NIEN

