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EIGHT Nominated Members of
Parliament (NMPs) received
their letters of appointment
from President S R Nathan yes-
terday.

They were each handed a
scroll at a solemn Istana ceremo-
ny which was witnessed by
their families.

The ninth NMP, business-
man Teo Siong Seng, 54, was ab-
sent as he is on a business mis-
sion in Guangdong, China.

But Mr Teo, president of the
Singapore Chinese Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, told
The Straits Times he would be
back in time for Monday’s Par-
liament sitting.

All nine are newcomers to
Parliament and will take their

oaths of allegiance in the House
on Monday. They will serve a
21/2-year term.

They include former national
swimmer Joscelin Yeo, 30, an
executive at New Creation
Church’s youth ministry, Mr
Calvin Cheng, 33, a fashion and
media entrepreneur, and Ms
Audrey Wong, 41, artistic co-di-
rector of arts centre The Substa-
tion.

Also in the new batch are Mr
Viswa Sadasivan, 49, vice-presi-
dent of the Singapore Indian De-
velopment Association and boss
of a media consultancy, Mr Ter-
ry Lee, 57, a veteran unionist,
Associate Professor Paulin Tay
Straughan, 46, vice-dean of Na-
tional University of Singapore’s
Arts and Social Science faculty,
Mr Laurence Wee, 63, execu-
tive director of Presbyterian
Community Services, and Mrs
Mildred Tan-Sim Beng Mei, 50,
managing director at Ernst &
Young, a global audit and busi-
ness advisory firm.

The incoming group was
nominated by a committee of
MPs. They gave the list to Presi-

dent Nathan last week, after
whittling it down from 43 eligi-
ble candidates.

The new NMPs will attend a
briefing on Parliamentary proce-
dures today, which also marks
the end of term for the outgoing
nine NMPs.

But the newcomers are not
likely to speak at next week’s sit-
ting, as they are required to in-
form the House of any ques-
tions they want to raise seven
days ahead of a sitting.

However, they can ask fol-
low-up or supplementary ques-
tions on issues being debated.

Mr Teo, who will return
home on Sunday, said he was ex-
cited “but also a bit anxious”
about being in the chamber for
the first time.

Mr Wee said the solemnity
of yesterday’s ceremony high-
lighted the seriousness of his re-
sponsibilities as an NMP.

“We have to chip in with cre-
ative ideas to complement what
is being done, to do our bit to
improve people’s quality of
life,” he said.
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been offset by an increase in domestic de-
mand, aided by the 4 trillion yuan (S$850
billion) stimulus package announced late
last year to combat the crisis.

Mr Li highlighted the strength of Chi-
na’s car and property markets. In recent
months, car showrooms in Beijing have re-
ported brisk sales and long waiting lists
for new cars.

But analysts said that the main push be-
hind the growth was investment in infra-
structure projects by state-owned compa-
nies, backed by record bank lending.

“We now expect total new lending in
2009 to reach 9 trillion yuan, a speed of
re-leveraging unprecedented in China’s
history,” said economist Wang Tao, head
of the UBS Securities’ China economic re-
search.

Experts, who had forecast 7.5 per cent
growth for the second quarter, have now
raised their projections for the full year.

Most are now looking at 8.2-8.5 per
cent annual growth, a far cry from just a
few months ago, when predictions of 8
per cent were seen as wildly optimistic.

“China’s recovery is real, strong, and
sustainable,” said Merrill Lynch econo-
mist Lu Ting.

The 8 per cent growth target has taken
on almost mythical importance in Chi-
nese economics and politics, with the Chi-
nese Communist Party believing that it is
the rate of growth required to create jobs
and wealth to keep the country stable.

The party has been repeating the “Pro-
tect 8” mantra in the past six months, as
it looks ahead to the planned massive
60th National Day celebrations on Oct 1.

Major incidents of social unrest have
erupted this year, with the July 5 riots in
Xinjiang seen as the worst in decades.

The rebound would give the govern-
ment confidence that the economy has
turned a corner, especially after it over-
took Japan as the world’s second-largest
stock market by value on Wednesday.

The Shanghai Composite Index closed
down 0.15 per cent yesterday, after
shares stayed in positive territory for
most of the day following the announce-
ment of the 7.9 per cent growth.
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