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HIGHEST NATIONAL HONOURS FOR YOUTHS -- 
SINGAPORE YOUTH AWARDS 2004  

 
 
"Unlike the many awards that recognise youths for their achievements, the 
Singapore Youth Award (SYA), the highest youth accolade in Singapore, is 
singular in that it is conferred on outstanding youths who have not only excelled 
in their areas of endeavour, but also achieved excellence with a heart. 
 
This year's SYA recipients have all demonstrated excellence with a heart by 
giving their time and talent to serving the community and being mentors for our 
youths within and beyond their areas of specialisation.  Their efforts should 
inspire our youths to not only strive towards being the best they can be, but also 
give back to society and make a positive difference in the lives of other people." 
 
  – Mr Tan Yam Pin, BBM 
   Member, Public Service Commission and 
   Chairman, Singapore Youth Award Panel 
 
 
 Six individuals and two teams will be conferred the nation's highest 
youth accolade by the Minister for Defence, RADM (NS) Teo Chee Hean, at the 
Presentation Ceremony of the Singapore Youth Awards (SYA) 2004 on Sunday, 
4 July 2004 at the Istana.  The SYA honours youths whose achievements and 
service to the community are inspirational. 
 
 
2 This year, two individuals will also be conferred the Medal of 
Commendation at the Presentation Ceremony.  They are Mr Kenny Yap and  
Dr Benedict Tan Chi’-Loong, who won the SYA for Entrepreneurship in 1998 
and for Sports & Adventure in 1995 respectively. Mr Yap and Dr Tan are the  
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first individuals to receive the Medal of Commendation.  The list of this year's 
Award and Medal of Commendation recipients is at Annex A. 
 
 
3 Launched in 1975, the SYA recognises the significant achievements 
and contributions by youths in Singapore.  There are five award categories: 
 

(a) Arts and Culture; 
 
 (b) Community and Youth Services; 
 
 (c) Entrepreneurship; 
 
 (d) Science and Technology; and 
 
 (e) Sports and Adventure. 
 
 
4 The Medal of Commendation was formerly known as the Letter of 
Commendation.  The Letter was awarded only once in 1996 to the Keat Hong 
Chinese Orchestra, which won the SYA (Team) for Arts & Culture in 1983.  In 
conjunction with the 30th anniversary of the SYA this year, the Letter was 
reactivated and upgraded to the Medal of Commendation.  The Medal of 
Commendation aims to recognise and commend past Award recipients who have 
achieved, contributed and inspired youths at significantly higher levels after their 
Award. 
 
 
5 A media briefing, followed by a Question-and-Answer session with 
this year’s recipients and the SYA Panel, will be held on Wednesday, 30 June 
2004, 10:00am, at the Conference Room (Level 2), National Youth Centre, 
113 Somerset Road. 
 
 
6 You are cordially invited to the media briefing.  We would 
appreciate it if you could RSVP for both events by 29 June 2004 (5pm) to Ms 
Leong Phei Phei at 68399122 (DID) or 98798186 (Hp). 
 
 

_____________________________ 
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The media release is transmitted via telebox by the Corporate Communications 
Section of the National Youth Council.  For further information, please contact: 
 

Media Officer 
 
Ms Leong Phei Phei 
Executive Officer (Corporate Communications) 
National Youth Council 
Tel: 6839 9122 
Hp: 9879 8186 
Fax: 6836 2473 
Email: Leong_Phei_Phei@pa.gov.sg 



1 
 

Annex A 
 

 

SINGAPORE YOUTH AWARDS 2004 
RECIPIENTS 

 
 
AWARD 
 
Arts and Culture 
1. Ms Lee Huei Min pg. 2 
2. The Huqin Quartet (Team) pg. 4 
 
Community and Youth Services 
3. Mr Lee Hong Chuang pg. 5 
4. The Boys’ Brigade Sharity Gift Box (Team) pg. 6 
 
Entrepreneurship 
5. Mr Charles Wong pg. 7 
 
Science and Technology 
6. Dr Chew Fook Tim pg. 8 
7. Dr Ong Soh Khim pg. 9 
 
Sports and Adventure 
8. Mr James Wong pg. 10 
 
 
MEDAL OF COMMENDATION 
 
Entrepreneurship 
9. Mr Kenny Yap pg. 11 
 
Sports and Adventure 
10. Dr Benedict Tan Chi’-Loong pg. 12 



2 
 

Annex A 
 

 

SINGAPORE YOUTH AWARDS 2004 
ARTS AND CULTURE 

 
 

MS LEE HUEI MIN 
 
 
"As a Singaporean violinist, it is about creating our very own unique path to discover 
that we too have wings to soar, even to global stages.  What gives me the greatest 
satisfaction is knowing that I am giving my best effort, not only in each performance, 
but also in life itself.  As a person, I hope to have a close group of people and friends 
that I can really trust and love - that will be my ultimate measure of personal success." 
 
 
 Ms Lee Huei Min, more popularly known as Min Lee, has been dubbed by 
the international media as “Singapore’s poster child of classical music”.  At two years 
old, Min started studying the violin and at five, gave her first public performance at 
Victoria Concert Hall. 
 
 Min’s early “youngest ever” achievements included first prize at the 
National Arts Council’s (NAC) 7th National Music Competition at six;  first prize and 
the Best Performer Award at NAC’s 8th National Music Competition at eight; and the 
Grand Laureate Prize at the Czech Republic’s Kocian International Violin Competition.  
Min also received NAC’s Young Artist Award and HSBC’s inaugural Youth 
Excellence Initiative Award among other accolades. 
 
 At nine, Min went to the United States, studying music at the University 
of Michigan and then Oberlin College’s Conservatory of Music.  At 14, this young 
prodigy was recommended for the Masters programme at Yale University by the 
university’s violin professor, Erick Friedman. 
 
 As a Singaporean violinist, Min has helped to place her country on the 
world’s arts map through recitals and performances with renowned orchestras such as  
Prague Chamber Orchestra, the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Vienna Chamber 
Orchestra, and Academy of St Martin in the Fields. She recently performed, and 
recorded a Russian album at Abbey Road Studios with the Philharmonia Orchestra, 
conducted by Vladimir Ashkenazy. This album follows “Debut” with the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra, released by Universal Music Group in 2002. 
 
 As a violinist with a heart, Min has raised $5 million towards the arts and 
charities, such as the Princess Diana’s International Action for Aids, International Red 
Cross Foundation, NAC Gifted Young Musicians’ Bursary Fund, Presidential Charities, 
Community Chest, and Building Funds for the Methodist Girls’ School and the 
Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts (NAFA). In 2004, Min adopted the Bone Marrow 
Donor Programme for leukaemia patients. 
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 Min has participated in many Young Audience programmes in the US, 
UK and Singapore since she was 10.  In 2003, as Artiste-In-Residence at the NAFA, 
Min launched the NAFA Chamber Orchestra. 
 
 For her musical achievements and contributions to the local and 
international community, Ms Lee Huei Min is conferred the Singapore Youth Award 
2004. 
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SINGAPORE YOUTH AWARDS 2004 
ARTS AND CULTURE (TEAM) 

 
 

THE HUQIN QUARTET 
 
 
“Every concert is a new concert for us.  We turned our feel and soul into notes.” 
 
 
 Often described as “a fusion of contemporary and traditional music” and 
“a combination of East and West”, the talented Huqin Quartet has won critical acclaim 
around the world as the first Chinese bowed string quartet in the world which plays 
both Chinese and Western-style pieces. 
 
 The Huqin Quartet’s 1999 debut concert in Singapore was deemed to have 
set an unprecedented milestone in Chinese orchestral music. Since then, the group has 
been captivating audiences with their unique blend of music at local events, such as the 
National Heritage Festival Opening, the Esplanade Opening Festival, Overseas Arts / 
Music Festival Directors Showcase, Singapore Hua Yi Festival at Esplanade with The 
T’ang Quartet, and functions for foreign dignitaries. 
 
 Comprising Mr Cheng Chung Hsien (Zhonghu), Mr Chiang Kum Mun 
(Gaohu), Mr Ling Hock Siang (Erhu) and Mr Poh Yee Luh (Gehu), the Huqin Quartet 
was the first Singaporean arts group to be invited by the Association of Asia Pacific 
Performing Arts Centre to tour Australia and New Zealand.  They performed at 
prestigious venues like the Sydney Opera House, the Victorian Arts Centre and the 
Adelaide Festival Centre.  The Huqin Quartet has also stunned audiences with their 
virtuoso performances at various international platforms, such as the Cervantino 
International Festival in Mexico, the Asia Music Festival in Korea, the New Zealand 
International Arts Festival and the cultural media tour to Los Angeles and San 
Francisco in the United States. 
 
 The Huqin Quartet also passionately promotes Chinese classical music to 
youths through their involvement in the National Arts Council’s Arts Education 
Programme.  The members also individually reach out to youths as conductors and 
instructors in schools and community clubs, often leading their charges to achieve 
distinctions, such as Top Best Non-Professional Chinese Orchestra for the Nanyang 
Academy of Fine Arts City Chinese Orchestra and first prize in Ensemble for the 
Cheng San Community Club Chinese Orchestra at the 2002 National Music 
Competition. 
 
 For their pioneering efforts and musical excellence, and for promoting 
Chinese orchestral music, the Huqin Quartet is conferred the Singapore Youth Award 
(Team) 2004. 
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SINGAPORE YOUTH AWARDS 2004 
COMMUNITY AND YOUTH SERVICES 

 
 

MR LEE HONG CHUANG 
 
 
“I lead a balanced life-style, combining work, community service, sports and family.  You 
can always find the time for volunteer work.  Do volunteer at least once in a lifetime, and 
you will be surprised at the immeasurable joy you will gain.” 
 
 
 In 1989, Mr Lee Hong Chuang signed up to be a volunteer Children’s 
Camp Instructor at the Teck Ghee Community Club (CC) Youth Executive Committee 
(YEC), under the umbrella of the People’s Association Youth Movement (PAYM), the 
largest youth organisation in Singapore.  Since then, Hong Chuang has continued to 
expand the scope of his volunteer work while juggling with the demands of his job and 
family. 
 
 Hong Chuang is currently Chairman of the Teck Ghee CC YEC and the 
PAYM Central Youth Council (CYC).  He developed training roadmaps, and initiated 
training workshops for YEC members, among other volunteer development initiatives.  
In his 14 years with PAYM, Hong Chuang has spearheaded various flagship 
programmes to promote community bonding and volunteerism among youths, such as 
the popular Make-A-Wish project.  The Make-A-Wish project has involved over 
20,000 YEC members and student volunteers who have helped to fulfil wishes of more 
than 8,000 beneficiaries since it was first organised in 1996. 
 
 Hong Chuang has been fetching a disabled colleague to and from work 
since he joined Hewlett Packard (HP) in 1997.  He also helped to galvanise corporate 
volunteerism at his workplace which has co-organised and sponsored the ‘Make-A-
Wish’ project since 2002.  Nominated by his manager at HP, Hong Chuang was named 
Young Executive of the Year by the Rotary Club of Singapore North in 2001. 
 
 A former national gymnast and a brevet Federation International 
Gymnastics (FIG) judge, Hong Chuang has been a volunteer gymnastics coach since 
1987.  He was also Team Manager of the Singapore Gymnastics Contingent for the 
2001 and 2003 South East Asian (SEA) Games.  Hong Chuang was elected as President 
of the Singapore Amateur Gymnastics Association from 2001 to 2003.  Under his 
leadership, the Singapore Gymnastics Contingent achieved one of its best performances 
to date at the 2003 SEA Games in Vietnam, winning three silvers and one bronze.  
Singapore last won a SEA Games bronze medal in gymnastics 10 years ago in 1993. 
 
 For his dedication to and excellence in community service, and for his 
efforts in inspiring and motivating others to become volunteers, Mr Lee Hong Chuang 
is awarded the Singapore Youth Award 2004. 
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SINGAPORE YOUTH AWARDS 2004 
COMMUNITY AND YOUTH SERVICES (TEAM) 

 
 

THE BOYS’ BRIGADE SHARITY GIFT BOX 
 
 
“The joy of lighting up the eyes of the poor is one that cannot be bought and is worth 
every effort in going the extra mile.  By fulfilling a beneficiary's personal wish and 
making delivery in person, we remind everyone that we are part of an inter-dependent 
society and will not be overlooked in our times of need. One who gives will realise that 
he benefits more from the experience.” 
 
 
 The annual Boys’ Brigade Sharity Gift Box (BBSGB) aims to bring cheer 
to the less fortunate during the Christmas season through the collection and distribution 
of gifts; inculcate the spirit of community service among the BB Boys; and promote the 
spirit of caring and sharing among Singaporeans. 
 
 Funded solely by donations from individual well-wishers and corporate 
sponsors, the BBSGB has grown in size and scope since it was first organised in 1988.  
Today, the BBSGB instils in the youths and volunteers the spirit of community service 
and helps to promote the spirit of caring and sharing beyond monetary contributions at 
a national level, and enjoys strong support from the public and corporate sector. 
 
 Each year, the BBSGB mobilises about 7,000 volunteers to man the 
collection booths, and to sort, pack and deliver the gifts to more than 125 voluntary 
welfare organisations and 3,000 individuals under public assistance.  
 
 Some beneficiaries like The Helping Hand, The Hiding Place, The 
Highpoint Community Services Association, The Promise Land Missions Limited, 
Teen Challenge and Mister Movers have, in turn, volunteered their delivery services to 
the BBSGB. 
 
 The late Dr Tay Eng Soon, Senior Minister of State for Education, had 
described the BBSGB as the “mother of all boxes”, as it inspired corporations and 
organisations to introduce similar gift boxes during the other festive seasons.  BBSGB 
has also continually revitalised the project with new ideas, such as “Northwest Sharity 
Mobile Gift Box”, “Shopping Treat for 100 Beneficiaries”, “Amazing Comfort Sharity 
Race”, and “Talents and Caroling Pledged for Sharity”. 
 
 For its excellence in and commitment to community service and youth 
development, the Boys’ Brigade Sharity Gift Box is conferred the Singapore Youth 
Award (Team) 2004. 
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SINGAPORE YOUTH AWARDS 2004 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

 
 

MR CHARLES WONG MUN HWA 
 
 
“Economic downturn, being young, and a man in the ladies’ business are neither 
difficulties nor problems.  Losers view difficulties as problems, but winners view 
problems as opportunities.  Dare to explore, dream and discover.  We should sail away 
from the safe harbour even though business is never plain sailing.” 
 
 
 Mr Charles Wong is the epitome of young and daring enterprise.  After his 
GCE ‘O’ Levels, Charles began to hone his business skills at his parents’ 
neighbourhood shoe shop, doing everything from helping customers try on shoes to 
stock-taking.  He found that shoes from foreign wholesalers were expensive and 
unsuitable for smaller Asian feet, and saw the opportunity to create a local brand of 
trendy and affordable ladies footwear. 
 
 With savings of $100,000 as capital, Charles founded Charles & Keith 
with his brother, Keith, in 1996 at the age of 22.  Charles spearheaded the operations of 
the shoe manufacturing and retailing business as Managing Director, while Keith was 
Chief Designer. 
 
 Under Charles’ leadership, the company’s sales grew from $200,000 in 
1996 to an estimated $20 million in 2003.  Within a span of seven years, Charles & 
Keith had expanded to 11 retail outlets in Singapore with more than 20 franchise outlets 
in Indonesia, United Arab Emirates, Australia and the Philippines.  The company’s 
footwear is also distributed in Thailand, Taiwan, Turkey, Greece, the Carribean, the 
Dominican Republic, Egypt, Mauritius and Myanmar.  Charles & Keith created another 
company milestone in 2001 when it managed to break into the Japanese retail scene, 
which has high barriers to new entrants.  They also participated actively in the 
prestigious GDS International Shoe Fair in Düsseldorf, Germany. 
 
 Charles & Keith received SPRING Singapore’s Excellent Service Award 
2002, and has won the Singapore Retailers Association Retail Courtesy Gold Award for 
two consecutive years since 2002.  The Spirit of Enterprise also named Charles as an 
Honouree in 2003. 
 
 Charles & Keith has supported young designers through various 
programmes like internships and product sponsorships.  The company also supported 
the National Kidney Foundation’s annual charity show in 2003-2004, and has made 
annual contributions to Ren Ci Hospital & Medicare Centre and Bright Hill Evergreen 
Home since 2001.  
 
 For his spirit of daring enterprise and inspirational achievements, Mr 
Charles Wong is conferred the Singapore Youth Award 2004. 
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SINGAPORE YOUTH AWARDS 2004 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

 
 

DR CHEW FOOK TIM 
 
 
“Confucius said, ‘Tell me and I will forget.  Show me and I'll remember.  Involve me 
and I will understand.’  This is how scientists are developed... by being involved and 
immersed totally in the work so that intimate understanding comes.  I am a ‘teacher-
scientist’ at heart, and as such, this is what I aspire to practise in my work as a lecturer 
and researcher. ” 
 
 
 Dr Chew Fook Tim has attained international stature for his outstanding 
research in the expressed genomes of allergy-causing dust mites.  Dr Chew runs a 
world-class laboratory, which is trying to uncover the mysteries behind allergic 
diseases such as asthma, one of the world’s top childhood diseases. Asthma affects one 
in five children and five percent of the adult population in Singapore. 
 
 Dr Chew’s laboratory is the only one in the world to have a collection of 
more than 10,000 tagged genes from allergy-causing dust mites.  Through the course of 
its work, the laboratory has developed tools used by several research groups worldwide, 
such as a multi-allergen array that rapidly screens for IgE-binding responses in very 
small volumes of sample, for the diagnosis of allergies. 
 
 Dr Chew was the first person to describe the presence of Blomia 
tropicalis, a prevalent but overlooked mite species, which causes allergies and asthma 
in Singapore.  Through his work in the epidemiology and genetics of asthma and 
allergies, his laboratory contributed significantly to the literature on asthma and 
allergies in Singapore and the region, and helped to lay the foundation for studies that 
would help alleviate the effects of such diseases. 
 
 Recognition for Dr Chew’s work include the Young Scientist Award at the 
1st National University Hospital-National Medical Research Council Annual Scientific 
Meeting, and the National University of Singapore (NUS) Life Sciences Office Young 
Investigator Award and Inventors Award (Silver Medal).  Dr Chew is also a three-time 
finalist for the Singapore National Academy of Science’s Young Scientist Award. 
 
 A “teacher-scientist” at heart, Dr Chew takes pride not in what he has 
achieved for himself, but in what students under his charge have achieved.  Dr Chew 
teaches one of the largest cross-faculty modules at the NUS with over 1,000 students 
per term.  He was voted as the NUS Excellent Teacher for two consecutive academic 
years, and was recently awarded the NUS Faculty Teaching Excellence Award in 2003.  
 
 For his scientific excellence, his dedication to nurturing youths and his 
efforts in motivating and inspiring them to excel in biomedical research, Dr Chew Fook 
Tim is conferred the Singapore Youth Award 2004. 
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SINGAPORE YOUTH AWARDS 2004 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

 
 

DR ONG SOH KHIM 
 
 
“When I really want to achieve something, I’ll go after it.  I will work doubly or even 
triply hard and never give up, as there is always another way to achieve the 
objectives.” 
 
 
 Dr Ong Soh Khim has gained international recognition for her 
contributions in manufacturing engineering, a predominantly male area of study.  Dr 
Ong’s main research area is Life Cycle Engineering (LCE).  LCE has the potential to 
integrate environmental factors into product life cycles to achieve eco-efficiency of 
products and processes.  Dr Ong’s research has great potential of helping local 
industries develop products that can qualify for the Green Label and thus gain larger 
market shares in countries that have strict environmental regulations. 
 
 Dr Ong’s co-authored paper was selected to receive the Norman A. 
Dudley Award from over 200 published papers by authors worldwide in 2002.  Her 
team was the first in the Asia-Pacific to have won this award, which is presented 
annually by the International Journal of Production Research to the paper judged to 
have the most potential for making the greatest contribution to the advance of 
manufacturing practice. 
 
 In recognition of her significant achievements and leadership in the field 
of manufacturing engineering, Dr Ong was named the 2004 M. Eugene Merchant 
Outstanding Young Manufacturing Engineer.  She was the first woman in ASEAN to 
receive this prestigious award from the US-based Society of Manufacturing Engineers.  
Dr Ong was also the only Singaporean to be invited as a Formal Active Core Member 
of the Asia Youth Forum on Advanced Manufacturing in 2002. 
 
 Dr Ong is a dedicated educator who inspires her students to excel, and is 
actively involved in student development beyond the lecture hall.  Dr Ong is currently 
Chairperson of the NUS Faculty of Engineering’s Student Self-Development Advisory 
Committee.  As the advisor to the Faculty’s Students Engineering Club, Dr Ong is a 
mentor to the students, and also acts as their link to the Engineering Deanery.  She is 
also a regular speaker at talks organised by the Engineering Faculty for junior college 
and polytechnic students.  
 
 For her scientific excellence and her efforts in promoting manufacturing 
engineering, Dr Ong Soh Khim is conferred the Singapore Youth Award 2004. 
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SINGAPORE YOUTH AWARDS 2004 
SPORTS AND ADVENTURE 

 
 

MR JAMES WONG TUCK YIM 
 
 
“Never do what others do, but do what you can to the best of your ability.  Somehow, it 
will have an impact to make a difference in other people’s lives.” 
 
 
 National discus thrower, Mr James Wong, secured his place in Singapore 
sports history when he clinched his seventh consecutive gold medal at the 2003 South 
East Asian (SEA) Games in Vietnam.  James has won the gold medal for the discus at 
every SEA Games since his first win at the 1993 SEA Games in Singapore.  He also 
brought Singapore top honours in the hammer throw event at the 1997 SEA Games in 
Jakarta.   
 
 It was no surprise that James, a multiple SEA Games gold medallist, was 
given the honour of being the flag bearer of the Singapore contingent at the 2003 SEA 
Games.  James is the reigning discus champion in the region.  The national and SEA 
Games records that he set for the discus in 1999 remain unbroken.  James has also held 
the national record for the hammer throw since 1997. 
 
 Besides the seven gold medals from the SEA Games, James has under his 
belt, five meritorious awards presented by the Singapore National Olympic Council. In 
2000 and 2003, The Straits Times named James one of the “Top 50 Athletes of the 
Century”.  The Singapore National Olympic Council named him the Sportsman of the 
Year, 2003. 
 
 As Head, Strength and Conditioning Coach with the Singapore Sports 
Council, James has helped to develop many young Singaporean athletes in strength 
training in their respective sports.  He remains a source of motivation and inspiration to 
them.  James also dedicates his time to helping disabled athletes on a voluntary basis.  
He has coached disabled athletes, and cheered for them at various national and 
international competitions. These include the World Wheelchair Games and the Far 
East and South Pacific (Fespic) Games for the Disabled.  James also participated in 
SingArt-A Brush with Lions 2004 as a “SingArtist” in aid of The Straits Times Pocket 
Money Fund and the Movement for the Intellectually Disabled of Singapore (MINDS). 
 
 For his inspirational efforts in consistently bringing sporting honours to 
Singapore and for his contributions to the community, Mr James Wong is conferred the 
Singapore Youth Award 2004. 
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SINGAPORE YOUTH AWARDS 2004 
MEDAL OF COMMENDATION 

 
 

MR KENNY YAP KIM LEE 
 
 
“We knew that we were small fish.  Small fish have to swim together to survive.  Without my 
four brothers and two cousins, I don’t think there would be a Kenny Yap.” 
 
 
 Mr Kenny Yap was conferred the Singapore Youth Award for 
Entrepreneurship in 1998.  Popularly known as “Kenny the Fish”, Kenny is 
synonymous with the award-winning, ornamental fish specialist Qian Hu Corporation. 
 
 With Kenny at the helm, Qian Hu evolved from a small, family-owned 
fish farm into a successful mainboard-listed company, which had pioneered the 
transformation of traditional breeding, farming and export of ornamental fish into a 
technology-driven, knowledge-based industry. Qian Hu has established distribution 
networks in Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia and China, and exports to more than 60 
countries worldwide.  Kenny played an instrumental role in establishing Singapore as 
the largest exporter of ornamental fish in the world. 
 
 Qian Hu has earned numerous accolades for business excellence and good 
corporate governance, such as Most Admired SESDAQ Company Award and Most 
Transparent Company Award in 2002.  In 2003, just three years after its mainboard 
listing, Qian Hu received special mention at the inaugural Best Managed Board Awards 
and was conferred International Headquarters status by the Economic Development 
Board. 
 
 Kenny received Spring Singapore’s International Management Action 
Award 2000.  He was named one of the 50 stars of Asia by Business Week in 2001, and 
went on to receive the Yazhou Zhoukan Young Chinese Entrepreneur Award 2002 and 
the Ernst & Young Services Entrepreneur Award 2003, among other accolades. 
 
 Kenny has continued to contribute much to his industry and the 
community after his first Singapore Youth Award.  He served as Secretary of the 
Singapore Aquarium Fish Exporters’ Association for 10 years until 2003.  He is 
currently Chairman of the Agri-Food & Veterinary Authority of Singapore’s 
Ornamental Fish Cluster Committee, and Secretary of the Chong Pang Community 
Club Management Committee.  Kenny has shared his insights and experience with 
aspiring young entrepreneurs at numerous seminars, conferences, and talks in schools.  
He was also appointed by the Promote Mandarin Council as Ambassador for the Speak 
Mandarin Campaign 2003. 
 
 For achieving, contributing and inspiring youths at significantly higher 
levels after being awarded the SYA, Mr Kenny Yap is conferred the Medal of 
Commendation 2004. 
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SINGAPORE YOUTH AWARDS 2004 
MEDAL OF COMMENDATION 

 
 

DR BENEDICT TAN CHI’-LOONG 
 
 
“Better to be 10th in a world-class fleet than to be first in a mediocre fleet. Don’t be 
afraid of competition. Welcome it, face it, enjoy it.” 
 
 
 A renowned sailor who brought glory to Singapore with his stellar 
performances in sailing at local and international competitions, Dr Benedict Tan, or 
Ben Tan as he is more popularly known, was conferred the Singapore Youth Award 
(SYA) in 1995.  
 
 Today, Dr Tan plays a pivotal role in developing and promoting sports 
medicine in Singapore.  He is the President of the Sports Medicine Association of 
Singapore and the first sports physician to practise in Singapore’s restructured 
hospitals, thus allowing active members of the public easy access to sports medicine 
services.  Dr Tan was also instrumental in building up Singapore’s sports science 
services to the comprehensive level that our top athletes currently enjoy. 
 
 Dr Tan’s expertise in sailing and sports medicine has earned him 
international recognition.  He holds a coveted seat in the Medical Commission of the 
International Sailing Federation and has presented his research papers at various 
prestigious conferences, such as the International Olympic Committee’s World 
Congress on Sports Sciences, the Human Performance in Sailing Conference, and 
European College of Sports Sciences Congress. 
 
 Ranked 10th in The Straits Times’ Millennium Series on Singapore’s 
Sporting Greats in 1999, Dr Tan continues to coach and spar with young sailors locally 
and overseas.  His book, “The Complete Introduction to Laser Racing”, has been hailed 
the best laser racing book ever by Yachts and Yachting magazine.  The book has been 
translated to Polish, Japanese, and Chinese, and is considered a sailing “bible” by 
sailors throughout the world. 
 
 After retiring from competitive sailing in 1996, Dr Tan continues to 
contribute to Singapore sports.  Dr Tan has been working with disabled athletes as the 
Sports Patron of the Singapore Disability Sports Council since 1996, and is a National 
Classifier for disabled sailing.  He serves on the Singapore National Olympic Council 
as Chairman of the Athletes’ Commission and as an executive committee member.  He 
is the Vice President (Dinghies) of the Singapore Sailing Federation and chairs its High 
Performance Sailing Committee.  
 
 For achieving, contributing and inspiring youths at significantly higher 
levels after being awarded the SYA, Dr Benedict Tan is conferred the Medal of 
Commendation 2004. 
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SINGAPORE YOUTH AWARD 
新 加 坡 杰  出 青 年 奖 
 
 
INFORMATION ON THE SINGAPORE YOUTH AWARD PANEL 2004 - 05 
 
1. Name : Mr Tan Yam Pin, BBM 
 Chinese Characters : 陈 炎 斌 
 Appointment : Chairman 
   Singapore Youth Award Panel 
 Designation : Member 
   Public Service Commission 
 
2. Name : Mr Lee Suan Hiang, PPA(P), PPA(E), PBS 
 Chinese Characters : 李 瑞 显 
 Appointment : Chairman 
   Arts and Culture Advisory Committee 
   (艺 术与文 化委 员 会) 
 Designation : Chief Executive Officer 
   National Arts Council 
 
3. Name : Professor Leo Tan Wee Hin, PPA(E), PBM, BBM 
 Chinese Characters : 陈 伟 兴 
 Appointment : Chairman 
   Community and Youth Services Advisory Committee 
   (社 区与青 年服 务委 员 会) 
 Designation : Director 
   National Institute of Education 
 
4. Name : Professor Tan Teck Meng 
 Chinese Characters : 陈 德 明 
 Appointment : Chairman 
   Entrepreneurship Advisory Committee 
   (企 业委 员 会) 
 Designation : Professor of Accounting 
   Singapore Management University 
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5. Name : Professor Bernard Tan Tiong Gie, PPA(P), BBM, 
BBM(L) 

 Chinese Characters : 陈 忠 义 
 Appointment : Chairman 
   Science and Technology Advisory Committee 
   (科 学与科 技委 员 会) 
 Designation : Professor of Physics 
   National University of Singapore 
 
6. Name : Mr Steven Yeo 
 Chinese Characters : 杨 祥 和 
 Appointment : Chairman 
   Sports and Adventure Advisory Committee 
   (体 育与探 险委 员 会) 
 Designation : Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
   Singapore Sports Council 
 
7. Name : Mr Foong Hin Cheong 
 Chinese Characters : 冯 显 昌 
 Appointment : Secretary 
   Singapore Youth Award Panel 
 Designation : Director 
   National Youth Council 
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SINGAPORE YOUTH AWARDS 2004 
FACT SHEET ON THE RECIPIENTS 

 
 
AWARD 
 
1. Name  : Ms Lee Huei Min 
 Chinese Characters  : 李 惠 铭 
 Age as of 4 July 2004 : 21 
 Occupation  : Violinist 
 
2. Name  : The Huqin Quartet 
 Chinese Characters  : 胡 琴 四 重 奏 
 Team Representatives : Mr Chiang Kum Mun (30) 
    郑 景 文 
 
    Mr Ling Hock Siang (34) 
    林 傅 强 
 
    Mr Poh Yee Luh (37) 
    潘 语 录 
 
    Mr Cheng Chung Hsien (41) 
    郑 重 贤 
 
3. Name  : Mr Lee Hong Chuang 
 Chinese Characters  : 李 宏 壮 
 Age as of 4 July 2004 : 34 
 Occupation  : ITO Support Specialist V 
    Hewlett Packard Singapore 
 
4. Name  : The Boys’ Brigade Sharity Gift Box (BBSGB) 
 Chinese Characters  : 少 年 旅 爱 心 礼 物 箱 
 Team Representatives : Mr Colin Chen Yee Seng 
    陈 易 生 
    Chairman 
    BBSGB Committee 
 
    Mr Daniel Kalaiselvan 
    Head, Strategic Development & Positioning 
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    BBSG Committee 
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5. Name  : Mr Charles Wong Mun Hwa 
 Chinese Characters  : 黄 文 华 
 Age as of 4 July 2004 : 30 
 Occupation  : Director 
    Charles & Keith 
 
6. Name  : Dr Chew Fook Tim 
 Chinese Characters  : 周 福 添 
 Age as of 4 July 2004 : 34 
 Occupation  : Assistant Professor 
    Department of Biological Sciences 
    National University of Singapore 
 
7. Name  : Dr Ong Soh Khim 
 Chinese Characters  : 王 素 琴 
 Age as of 4 July 2004 : 35 
 Occupation  : Assistant Professor 
    Department of Mechanical Engineering 
    National University of Singapore 
 
8. Name  : Mr James Wong Tuck Yim 
 Chinese Characters  : 黄 德 炎 
 Age as of 4 July 2004 : 35 
 Occupation  : Head, Strength and Conditioning Coach 
    Singapore Sports Council 
 
 
MEDAL OF COMMENDATION 
 
1. Name  : Mr Kenny Yap 
 Chinese Characters  : 叶 金 利 
 Age as of 4 July 2004 : 39 
 Occupation  : Chairman and Managing Director 
    Qian Hu Corporation Limited 
 
2. Name  : Dr Benedict Tan Chi’-Loong 
 Chinese Characters  : 陈 智 龙 
 Age as of 4 July 2004 : 36 
 Occupation  : Consultant Sports Physician 
    Changi General Hospital 


