
DR CHERYL MARIE
CORDEIRO-NILSSON , 34
Year won: 1999
Occupation:
Researcher and
lecturer of Intercultural
Communication and
Discourse Analysis
at the University of
Gothenburg, Sweden
Marital status: Married
to Mr Jan-Erik Nilsson, a
Swede

Has winning Miss
Singapore Universe
been a good move,
career-wise?
“It is something that I
will always be proud of.
My professional interest,
however, lies in academia, research and writing. Just
last week, I graduated with a PhD in the field of
general linguistics. Having been Miss Singapore
Universe is pretty much a non-issue with my friends
and colleagues.”

How did the public view the pageant the year
you won? Has that perception changed?
“Pageants were and still are seen as entertainment,
similar to how we would view a sports event,
fashion show or reality series. Beauty is an evolving
concept and over the years, the young women
participating internationally have become more
career-oriented and this is reflected in how the local
pageants are run.”

What do you think of the pageant now?
“It is a fantastic opportunity as it offers a platform
for young women to launch their careers. You learn
a lot on the job, learn from other people you meet
along the way and you make lifelong friends with
other delegates you meet at the international event.”

JAIME TEO, 32
Year won: 2001
Occupation: Fly entertainment artiste
Marital status: Married to Daniel Ong, 987FM DJ

Has winning Miss Singapore Universe been a
good move, career-wise?
“I might not have got into the entertainment line if
not for the pageant. Since I am still in the media
industry, that title does shows up in my bio. But I
would not put it in my resume for a job outside of
show business though, it just sounds wrong.”

How did the public view the
pageant the year you won?
Has that perception changed?
“As it was the first live telecast of
Miss Singapore Universe, it was a
novelty for many people. Some
goggled, some admired, others
criticised relentlessly. Eunice
Olsen has certainly helped
improve the profile of the
winners after she became an
NMP.”

What do you think of the
pageant now?
“It would be better if it were
still on TV so more people
can catch the action.”

NURALIZA
OSMAN, 32
Year won: 2002
Occupation:
Legal counsel
Marital status:
Single

Has winning Miss
Singapore
Universe been a
good move,
career-wise?
“I do not think
anybody joins a
pageant as a
strategic step up
the career ladder
unless it is your
desire to enter
show business. It
has not affected
my career save to
reinforce that I
truly enjoy being a lawyer and belong in my
profession rather than in the world of
entertainment.”

How did the public view the pageant the year
you won? Has that perception changed?
“It will always remain unchanged, it is up to the
participants and winners to define what they want
to do with their titles and participation, and how
they would like to contribute, using the
opportunities given to them.”

What do you think of the pageant now?
“It is a pity that it is no longer televised as I think
the pageant celebrates Singaporean women.”

BERNICE
WONG-CASEY, 31
Year won: 2003
Occupation:
Full-time mother
Marital status: Married
to Mr Anton Casey, a
Briton who is now a
Singapore permanent
resident. They have a
son, Caelen, who turned
one yesterday

Has winning Miss
Singapore Universe
been a good move,
career-wise?
“You won’t join it to
further your career in accountancy, medicine or
banking, do you? It does help, however, if you are
keen to develop yourself in media-related areas such
as TV, radio, fashion and beauty. It has been a good
move ‘life-related wise’ as I gained interesting
perspectives and exposure to international cultures.”

How did the public view the pageant the year
you won? Has that perception changed?
“My year’s competition was one of the strongest in
the past nine years. I did not get any flak from the
media, which was good. The perception varies from
year to year, depending on the standard of the
girls.”

What do you think of the pageant now?
“The current Miss Singapore Universe needs all the
morale boosting to take her all the way. She has to
be able to represent the country well by being
confident, articulate and intelligent as well as
having the right physical assets.”

F
rom beauty queen to politician
and now, poster girl for instant
coffee. Eunice Olsen’s life post-
parl iament, after it was
announced last month that she is

not seeking another term as Nominated
Member of Parliament (NMP), is looking
perky.

The Miss Singapore Universe 2000 was
last week named the face of Nescafe Gold’s
new advertisement campaign.

Besides the java gig, the brainy beauty’s
cup is overflowing on the work-front
when it comes to the small screen.
Already, she has a supporting role in the
Channel 5 English drama Red Thread,
where she plays a sex siren.

And she is also the co-host of Duke, a
new men’s lifestyle programme on
StarHub cable channel AXN.

The roles mark a step up from earlier,
forgettable forays into the entertainment
scene where she co-hosted a game show
and an arts programme.

Being an NMP has certainly helped cata-
pult her into the limelight. But if you ask
her, her turning point came after being
crowned Miss Singapore Universe and
competing in the Miss World competition
in Cyprus. The 31-year-old Eurasian
declares: “That was when I decided that I
really wanted to get involved with commu-
nity work and work my career around it.”

Indeed, through her political work she
achieved that, while also managing to be a
volunteer, a musician, actress, host and
model.

Notably however, she is the only Miss
Singapore Universe who has been able to
keep her name in the spotlight. The rest of
her beauty queen counterparts have sim-
ply faded away.

Her multiple roles have now caught the
eye of advertisers, resulting in the Nescafe
Gold promotion. She was named its first
brand ambassador because of her multifa-
ceted roles in society and her “ability to
juggle five different things and do it com-
petently”, said Nestle Singapore managing
director Suresh Narayanan.

The nationwide campaign kicked off
with a media event at FairPrice Xtra at Ang
Mo Kio Hub last Wednesday. It takes the
form of life-size posters at MRT stations,
bus stops and supermarkets.

She steps down as NMP in July.
On why she will not be standing for a

third term, she says: “After do-
ing two terms, I should let
new people in and allow new
perspectives to come aboard.”

But leaving after four years
of Parliament service will be
hard, she says, as she
managed to learn and work
with many different Volun-
teer Welfare Organisations
(VWOs) during her term.

She says: “The NMP plat-
form is a fantastic one to raise
issues as I had the opportuni-
ty to voice the concerns of the
people that I worked with on
the ground.”

As an NMP, she brought up
issues such as national service
deferments for sportsmen and
musicians. She also championed more
help for abused foreign workers and dur-
ing a debate about the upcoming Integrat-
ed Resorts, called for gambling counselling
services to help fight social problems of
compulsive gambling.

Her proudest moment as NMP was the
subtitling of TV news in 2006, she says.

A newbie among veteran politicians
during her first budget in 2005, she raised
the issue of including subtitles for local TV
news bulletins after volunteers of the Sin-
gapore Association for the Deaf (SADeaf)

told her it would help the deaf understand
the news.

When MediaCorp finally implemented
it, she said “that was when she truly felt
the power of the Parliament platform”.
She adds: “You realise you are part of the
process where change takes place.”

Her senior and mentor, Ang Mo Kio
GRC MP Inderjit Singh, wishes that she
would stay on for a third term. He was one
of those who urged her to submit her
name for NMP five years ago after noticing
her extensive community work.

He does tell LifeStyle, however: “I was
worried at first that she would not be able
to deliver her points of view in Parliament
because she was so young.”

His fears proved groundless, as she
spoke up in Parliament, adding to debate
about issues such as the GST hike, for

example.
Now, though, her focus

is on developing her lack-
lustre entertainment
career, especially hosting
and acting.

She also wants to deve-
lop herself as a musician
and plans to release a
rhythm ’n’ blues and elec-
tro dance-infused album
in February next year.

Community work,
though, will always be her
passion and something
that she will continue to
do, she says. She plans to
work with Andrew and
Grace Home, which takes
in troubled teenage girls.

One thing is for sure: Do not expect
this good-looker to start posing in slim-
ming ads or appear half naked on the
cover of lad magazines now that she has
left the decorum of the House.

Asked if she is worried about being for-
gotten and not taken seriously, she says it
does not matter: “I just want to be able to
be an instrument to raise awareness about
my causes and that people take the work
that I do seriously.”

tcheryl@sph.com.sg

JESSICA TAN, 27
Year won: 2007
Occupation:
MediaCorp artiste
Marital status: Dating
the same guy for past
four years

Has winning Miss
Singapore Universe
been a good move,
career-wise?
“After the pageant, I went
back to flying with
Singapore Airlines as an
air stewardess. It was
difficult as people looked
at me weirdly and said
things like: ‘What is a Miss Singapore doing serving
drinks?’ But being in the pageant has exposed me to
the media industry so I began working with
MediaCorp for a couple of Channel 5 shows. Now, I
am playing a top pastry chef in The Ultimatum
which will be shown on Channel 8 on May 27.”

How did the public view the pageant the year
you won? Has that perception changed?
“It was smooth-sailing. Most Singaporeans do not
view the pageant in a positive light, anything
outside academia and finance is seen as a waste of
time. People still watch just to ridicule contestants.”

What do you think of the pageant now?
“It is pretty much the same. But there is an air of
hopelessness as no one really believes any Miss
Singapore winner will ever be placed in the finals.
We need better support from the locals.”

SHENISE WONG, 26
Year won: Last year
Occupation: Foreign
exchange broker
Marital status: Engaged

Has winning Miss
Singapore Universe
been a good move,
career-wise?
“It brings recognition but
one has to utilise the
opportunity wisely. To
excel in my career takes
more than just having a
killer body and a face that
turns heads. A girl can be
pretty but if she does not
have the confidence and
determination, she will just melt into the crowd.”

How did the public view the pageant the year
you won? Has that perception changed?
“As the saying goes, ‘Beauty lies in the eyes of the
beholder’, so it is different every year. Our fellow
countrymen should stand united and be more
supportive of our country’s representatives in the
pageant world.”

What do you think of the pageant now?
“Pageants are not just about flesh parades. Women
are torn between being independent and modern,
yet retaining core feminine qualities. Miss Singapore
Universe is a celebration of being a modern and
strong Singaporean woman.”

Valerie Wang
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Beauty queen roundup

Now that her NMP role is
coming to an end, Eunice
Olsen is focusing on
expanding her acting,
hosting and music career

SANDY CHUA, 24
Year won: 2004
Occupation: Full-time mother
Marital status: Married to Mr Collin Tseng. They
have two children: Elijah turns two next week and
Elyana (left) is nine days old

Has winning Miss Singapore Universe been a
good move, career-wise?
“I have never worked full-time but winning has
taught me many things and been an eye-opener,
especially for someone who won it at 19.”

How did the public view the pageant the year
you won? Has that perception changed?
“Like most things in life, there are both positive as
well as negative views. I perceive a pageant as an
opportunity for young women to achieve personal
and humanitarian goals.”

What do you think of the pageant now?
“I have not paid much attention, given how busy I
am with my family. But it is a great opportunity for
any savvy, attractive and daring young woman to be
a part of.”

Olsen’s new gigs

Cheryl Tan

“The NMP
platform is a
fantastic one
to raise issues
as I had the
opportunity
to voice the
concerns of
the people that
I worked with
on the ground”
EUNICE OLSEN, on her stint
as a Nominated Member of
Parliament
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