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Paris-based Indian artist Akkitham Nara-
yanan started out painting in the style of
Western art masters.

But he has since evolved his own style,
one that combines geometric forms with
elements of tantrik art, which is inspired
by philosophy and spirituality.

The 70-year-old says: “In the begin-
ning, I painted in the style of Western
masters such as Dutch painter Rembrandt
and Italian Renaissance painter Michel-
angelo. This was followed by another
phase during which I experimented with
styles similar to French artist and

Post-Impressionist painter Cezanne and
also with Cubism.

“It was only in the 1960s that I was
drawn to non-figurative styles and to-
wards exploring deeper meaning in art.”

Samskara, his first solo show here, fea-
tures 12 recent paintings which break the
rigid geometric lines with the malleable
elements of tantrik art. The works, on
show at Indigo Blue Art in Neil Road, are
priced between $10,800 and $26,800.

The artist, who has spent more than
40 years trying to perfect this art of
abstraction, says that while he is satisfied
with his achievements, his artistic jour-
ney is far from over.

He tells Life! it took him a long time to
find his artistic voice. After getting his
early training in art from the Madras Col-
lege of Art and Craft, he began his career
doing figurative art and experimenting
with Cubism.

It was his art teacher K.C.S Paniker
who influenced him the most. “He said

that while my paintings need to have
Indian elements, they also need to appeal
to people outside of India. His words had
a deep impact on me and I started experi-
menting with Indian elements which
could have a broader appeal,” he says.

It happened in Paris, where he went on
an arts scholarship almost 40 years ago.
He started looking at everything Indian
differently and began exploring the lega-
cy and history of Indian art forms.

Taking the rigid lines and angles of
geometry, of triangles and squares as a
starting point, he started blending in natu-
ral elements such as air, fire, water and
sky. These were complemented with
abstract religious images often drawn
from ancient Indian murals.

All the images he had visually
absorbed over the years found their way
into his paintings, which have numbers
as their titles. Triangles, squares and cir-
cles collapse and merge almost like a
musical ensemble. Unique to his works

are the blackish tones and faded pigments
that evoke memories of ancient Indian
wall paintings and architecture.

While the paint is still wet on the can-
vas, he uses a knife to draw lines or write
verses drawn from the holy scriptures.

Even though the demand for Indian art
has grown over the years, Narayanan,
who is married to Japanese pianist
Sachiko, does not believe in rushing
things. “I do only one or two solo shows a
year. I like to have time to myself, to
think, to explore what I want to create.”

SAMSKARA BY AKKITHAM
NARAYANAN
Where: Indigo Blue Art, 33 Neil Road
When: Till Nov 8, 11am to 6pm
(Tuesdays to Saturdays)
Admission: Free
Info: info@indigoblueart.com or call 6372-1719

view it

Akkitham Narayanan’s art, including
IB-139, merges geometric forms with
tantrik art. PHOTO: INDIGO BLUE ART
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nternationally acclaimed violinist
Min Lee, Singapore Idol winner Tau-
fik Batisah and home-grown song-
bird Kit Chan will be facing their
most illustrious audience yet at the

Esplanade Concert Hall come Nov 14.
Among the distinguished guests that

evening will be United States President
and Nobel Peace Prize winner Barack
Obama, Chinese President Hu Jintao and
Russian President Dmitry Medvedev.

The politicians will be in town for the
Apec (Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion) Leaders Week meetings from Nov 8
to 15. They will be among 2,000 invited

guests who will get to watch the 30-
minute multimedia show, part of Singa-
pore Evening at the Esplanade.

The show’s creative director, Dick Lee,
53, admits it will be a tough crowd to
please.

He says: “This will be the biggest show
I’ve done, the most high-level one
because they have seen every country,
every cultural show. I feel you can’t just
give them the usual. You have to take it
to another level.”

He has composed two pieces for the
evening: an instrumental number to be
performed by Min Lee and a theme song,
Our World, One World, which Kit Chan
will sing. Taufik will croon popular
favourites Heal The World and What A
Wonderful World.

The People’s Association will also
offer a cultural performance anchored by
a modern soundtrack. Lee is the artistic
director of People’s Association Talents.

The theme for Singapore Evening –

Our World, One World – ties in with this
year’s Apec theme, Sustaining Growth,
Connecting The Region.

Lee says: “The show is inspired by the
spirit of cooperation and cohesion that
unites the 21 Apec member economies.
Water, a key element connecting the

world, is also a key theme that integrates
the different components of the show.

“The performers and performance
groups participating in the show reflect
Singapore’s multicultural heritage as well
as our vibrancy and diversity. I want to
present a simple, elegant and sophisticat-

ed show with lots of heart and energy.”
After the musical extravaganza, dele-

gates will be treated to a waterfront din-
ing experience at the Esplanade.

Mr Soo Siew Keong from the Singa-
pore Tourism Board, who is in charge of
Apec’s accommodation and hospitality
sub-committee, says the area showcases
“Singapore’s exciting signature skyline”.

The Esplanade area will be closed to
the public on that day and four interac-
tive cultural pavilions – Chinese, Malay,
Indian and Peranakan – will be set up.

Guests can have their fortune told, get
a henna tattoo, learn to wear a sarong
and look in on a Peranakan wedding.

There will also be two amphitheatres
featuring cultural song and dance per-
formances.

Dinner will be served buffet style, fea-
turing signature Singapore dishes, in an
alfresco setting under a marquee.

The Apec Leaders Week meetings, the
pinnacle event of the annual year-long
Apec meetings, are expected to draw
about 10,000 delegates from the 21 mem-
ber economies.

The guest list has some of the perform-
ers all abuzz.

Taufik, 27, says: “We’re really excited
to perform for our ministers and for the
foreign ministers. One name keeps pop-
ping up and that’s President Obama. He’s
like a rock star when it comes to world
leaders.”

Lee says: “I think I would be dumb-
struck, starstruck. He is the biggest star
in the world if you think about it, bigger
than Madonna.”
bchan@sph.com.sg
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Singers Taufik Batisah and Dick Lee cannot wait to perform. ST PHOTO: LIM SIN THAI
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