
Athletics
Diamond League In Rome (winners only)
– Men’s 200m: Walter Dix (USA)
19.86sec. 400m: Jeremy Wariner (USA)
44.73. 5,000m: Imane Merga (Eth) 13min
00.12sec. 110m hurdles: Dayron Robles
(Cub) 13.14. Discus: Piotr Malachowski
(Pol) 68.78m. Long jump: Dwight Phillips
(USA) 8.42. Shot put: Christian Cantwell
(USA) 21.67. Women’s 100m: LaShauntea
Moore (USA) 11.04. 800m: Halima Hachlaf
(Mar) 1:58.40. 400m hurdles: Lashinda
Demus (USA) 52.82. 3,000m
steeplechase: Milcah Chemos Cheywa
(Ken) 9:11.71. High jump: Blanka Vlasic
(Cro) 2.03. Javelin: Barbora Spotakova
(Cze) 68.66. Pole vault: Fabiana Murer
(Bra) 4.70. Triple jump: Yargelis Savigne
(Cub) 14.74.

Badminton
Indian GP In Chennai, q-finals (S’poreans
only) – Women’s singles: Wong Mew Choo
(Mas) bt Chen Jiayuan 22-20 21-19. Men’s
doubles: Chayut Triyachart/Danny Bawa
Chrisnanta bt Berry Angriawan/
Muhammad Ulinnuha (Ina) 21-18 21-12.
Women’s doubles: Yao Lei/Shinta Mulia
Sari bt Debby Susanto/Richi Puspita Dili
(Ina) 21-13 21-16.

Basketball
NBA Finals Game Four: Boston 96 LA
Lakers 89 (best-of-7 series tied at 2-2).

Cricket
First Test In Port of Spain, rain-affected
opening day: South Africa 70-3 in 34
overs (G. Smith 23, A. Petersen 31;
Shillingford 2-5) v West Indies.

Cycling
Criterium du Dauphine In France,
210.5km 4th stage from Saint-Paul-Trois-
Chateaux to Risoul: 1 Nicolas Vogondy
(Fra) 6hr 3min 25sec. 2 Romain Sicard
(Fra) +12sec. 3 Janez Brajkovic (Slo) +15.
Overall standings: 1 Brajkovic 16:25:44. 2
Tejay Van Garderen (USA) +1:15. 3 Alberto
Contador (Esp) +1:41.

Golf
St Jude Classic In Memphis, Tennessee,
weather-disrupted 1st rd (with 20 players
on course): 63 Lee Westwood (Eng). 64
Casey Wittenberg (USA). 65 Padraig
Harrington (Irl).
LPGA State Farm Classic In Springfield,
Illinois, 1st rd (Kor unless stated): 64 Feng
Shanshan (Chn). 65 Choi Na Yeon, Juli
Inkster (USA). 66 M.J. Hur, Kim Song Hee,
Meena Lee, Anna Nordqvist (Swe).

Tennis
ATP Queen’s Club Tournament In
London, 3rd rd (selected): Feliciano Lopez
(Esp) bt Julien Benneteau (Fra) 6-2 6-4,
Sam Querrey (USA) bt Marcel Granollers
(Esp) 6-4 7-6 (7-5).
ATP Halle Open In Germany, 2nd rd
(selected): Mischa Zverev (Ger) bt Jurgen
Melzer (Aut) 3-6 7-6 (7-2) 7-6 (7-3), Roger
Federer (Sui) bt Alejandro Falla (Col) 6-1
6-2, Benjamin Becker (Ger) bt Nikolay
Davydenko (Rus) 6-3 6-4.
WTA Edgbaston Classic In Birmingham,
3rd rd (selected): Maria Sharapova (Rus)
bt Alla Kudryavtseva (Rus) 6-3 6-1,
Aravane Rezai (Fra) bt Mirjana Lucic (Cro)
7-5 6-3, Yanina Wickmayer (Bel) bt
Tamarine Tanasugarn (Tha) 6-4 6-4.

Today
Badminton
Indian Open Grand Prix: S-finals (Live,
Ch203, 4.30pm).

Football
World Cup: South Korea v Greece
(7.30pm), Argentina v Nigeria (10pm),
England v USA (tomorrow, 2.30am) –
Live, StarHub Ch261 & HD Ch263 and
mio TV Ch88.

Golf
Estoril Open: Day 3 (Live, Ch213, 9.15pm).
St Jude Classic: Day 3 (Live, Ch213 &
Ch255, tomorrow, 3.15am).

Motor racing
F1 Canadian Grand Prix: Qualifying (Live,
Ch273, tomorrow, 12.50am).

Rugby
Internationals: England v France
(midnight), Argentina v Scotland
(tomorrow, 4.10am) – Live, Ch202.

Tennis
ATP Queen’s Club tournament: S-finals
(Live, Ch294, 8.15pm).
WTA Edgbaston Classic: S-finals (Live,
Ch273, 7pm).

Tomorrow
Badminton
Indian Open Grand Prix: Finals (Live,
Ch203, 4.30pm).

Football
S-League: Woodlands v Geylang
(Woodlands, 7.30pm).
World Cup: Algeria v Slovenia (7.30pm),
Serbia v Ghana (10pm), Germany v
Australia (Monday, 2.30am) – Live,
StarHub Ch261 & HD Ch263 and
mio TV Ch88.

Golf
Estoril Open: Day 4 (Live, Ch213, 9.15pm).
St Jude Classic: Day 4 (Live, Ch213 &
Ch255, Monday, 3.15am).

Motor racing
F1 Canadian Grand Prix: Race day (11pm).
Race (11.45pm). Chequered flag (Monday,
1.45am) – Live, Ch273.

Tennis
ATP Queen’s Club tournament: Final (Live,
Ch294, 9.40pm).
WTA Edgbaston Classic: Final (Live,
Ch273, 7pm).

Monday
Basketball
NBA Finals – Game 5: Los Angeles v
Boston (Live, Ch294, 8am).

Football
S-League: Sengkang v Home (Hougang,
7.30pm).
World Cup: Netherlands v Denmark
(7.30pm), Japan v Cameroon (10pm), Italy
v Paraguay (Tuesday, 2.30am) – Live,
StarHub Ch261 & HD Ch263 and
mio TV Ch88.

MONTREAL: Despite the constant rain
and gloomy atmosphere at the Circuit
Gilles Villeneuve here on Thursday, there
was a sense of the air being cleared.

The ramifications of the inci-
dent-packed Turkish Grand Prix in Istan-
bul 12 days ago – involving the Red Bulls
of Mark Webber and Sebastian Vettel and
the McLarens of Lewis Hamilton and Jen-
son Button – were still reverberating
around the paddock.

All concerned were going out of their
way to stress that it was business as usual
and that there were no hard feelings.

In the case of Hamilton and Button, it
was believable; regarding Webber, the
Formula One drivers’ championship lead-
er from Australia, and Vettel, the preco-
ciously talented German, less so.

When attempting to analyse the rela-
tionship between Hamilton and Button it
is difficult not to find comparisons to
that of David Cameron and Nick Clegg,
whereas Webber and Vettel appear more
similar to Gordon Brown and Tony Blair.

In the case of the Englishmen, though,
the question is, who is who? Both ambi-
tious and competitive, both world champi-
ons, it would appear that theirs is an un-
easy coalition.

In public at least, they are making the
best of a tricky situation, high-fiving for
the cameras when talking about Eng-
land’s chances at the World Cup.

But they are treading carefully. Both
declared how well they get on, utterances
that stand scrutiny despite the “pass-
gate” incident in Turkey.

There, Hamilton was handed the race
after Webber and Vettel’s 312kmh contre-
temps, the rights and wrongs of which
are still being debated.

Vettel is generally held to be the cul-
prit and certainly so in Hamilton’s eyes,
although not in those of Dietrich Mates-
chitz, the Red Bull team owner.

But it was not a straightforward win
given that Button attempted to overtake
his teammate when Hamilton had specifi-
cally been told that he would not after
both had been ordered to conserve fuel.

Hamilton was heard asking his team:

“Jenson’s closing in on me. If I back off,
is Jenson going to pass me or not?”

His engineer replied: “No, Lewis. No.”
Before this weekend’s eighth grand

prix of a vibrant season, in Canada,
where he won for the first time in 2007,
Hamilton will want to know how he is per-
ceived. Who, if anyone, is first among
equals? Has the incident marked a subtle
shift in the team dynamic?

It would appear through the coded lan-
guage so beloved of sportsmen that Ham-
ilton feels he should be the leader.

In the immediate aftermath of the
race, he was seen to mouth to Button,
“What was that about?”

He seemed to think that Martin Whit-
marsh, the team principal, might not be

entirely in his corner.
Button insists they are equals with no

question of favouritism.
“I know 100 per cent we get treated in

the same way,” he said this week. “I
don’t mean with regards to equipment, I
mean the way the people are around us.

“My mechanics probably want me to
win and his want him to win. It’s that
in-fighting which is exciting, but not

over the top. It’s the way it should be,
and it’s working very well for us.”

To judge from his demeanour on Thurs-
day, a relaxed Hamilton seemed to be hap-
py to agree with the explanation of a “sim-
ple misunderstanding” in communica-
tion, one which, after a team meeting,
would not be repeated.

Hamilton, whose win in Turkey ended
a nine-race losing streak, relishes the
challenge provided by the circuit here.

“You can get close to the walls and
there’s the danger factor, which also puts
some of the excitement back into it,” he
said. “I have always been able to dial the
car in quite well here and it suits my driv-
ing style.”
THE TIMES, LONDON

DRIVER’SSEAT

BY STEVE SLATER

AFTER a two-year absence, the Formula
One circus returns to North America this
weekend with the Canadian Grand Prix.
However, the main talk in the Montreal
paddock remains the previous race in
Turkey, dubbed by one wag as the
“Istan-Bulls-Up”.

The clash between Sebastian Vettel
and Mark Webber which robbed Red Bull
of what appeared to be a comfortable 1-2
victory is certainly not the first in F1
history. Nor will it be the last.

So far, the battle between the two
Red Bull drivers has been gentlemanly
compared with the 1988 season, when
McLaren fielded double world champion
Alain Prost and rising star Ayrton Senna.

Prost had been with McLaren for four
years and should have been the
established No. 1 but Senna had other
ideas.

McLaren dominated the season,
winning 15 of the 16 races, despite the
two drivers spending the entire year

banging wheels and forcing one another
off the track. Prost claimed his seventh
victory in the final round, but Senna had
won eight races and claimed his first
title by a mere three points.

Sometimes, the rivalry can be more
destructive. In 1981, Williams’ lead
driver was the Australian reigning world
champion Alan Jones, but his
Argentinian teammate Carlos Reuteman
was ruthlessly ambitious. The pair barely
spoke after Jones accused Reuteman of
cheating on team orders.

In the closing stages of the season,
Reuteman suggested to Jones that they
“bury the hatchet”. Jones spat back,
“yeah, right between your shoulders,
mate”, and walked away.

The two drivers’ feud cost them the
world title. They split race wins and
championship points between them,
handing Nelson Piquet the title by a
single point.

And then there was the 2007 rivalry
between McLaren drivers Fernando
Alonso and Lewis Hamilton which nearly
tore the team apart. Alonso, who had
joined the team as a double world
champion, was rattled when rookie
Hamilton won the Canadian Grand Prix
and moved ahead of him in the
championship.

The Spaniard had every right to feel
aggrieved after Lewis ignored team
instructions to give Alonso track
position in the final leg of qualifying in
Hungary. That started a series of spats
that led to Alonso making allegations
which prompted the “Spygate” scandal
and a record, multi-million dollar fine
for the McLaren team. They lost the
championship to Ferrari too.

It has to be said that there is not a
hint of dishonesty or cheating in the
make-up of either Red Bull driver. No
one can accuse either of any greater

crime than a minor misjudgement in the
heat of a race.

Red Bull’s problems, though, extend
to the way their management has
handled the incident. Outbursts by Dr
Helmut Markko, Red Bull Racing’s driver
development manager, inflamed rather
than defused the pressures in the
Istanbul paddock and undermined team
principal Christian Horner’s authority.

One has to ask in that situation, just
who is running the team?

On one side, Horner and engineering
director Adrian Newey represent the
British-based technical side of the team.

Markko, who has made much of the
fact that he “discovered” Vettel and,
with the aid of Red Bull funding assisted
him into Formula One, represents the
“Austrian connection”, which has the
ear of the team owner, energy drinks
magnate Dietrich Mateschitz.

Red Bull need to heal any divisions in
the team fast because the Canadian track
is probably the least suited to their car.
Montreal’s long straights will play to the
McLaren’s phenomenal straight-line
speed, which has the potential to deliver
victory for either Button or Hamilton.
Meanwhile, the Red Bull team need to
re-establish solidarity if they are to stay
ahead of Ferrari, Mercedes and Renault.
stsports@sph.com.sg

McLaren driver Lewis Hamilton responding to questions during a press conference for the Canadian Grand Prix in Montreal. The Briton has fond
memories of the circuit as it was in Canada that he won his first Grand Prix in 2007. PHOTO: ASSOCIATED PRESS

Red Bull and McLaren
drivers stress all’s well
despite Turkish mishaps

Scorecard

Next 72 hours

C A N A D I A N G R A N D P R I X

NO HARD FEELINGS, REALLY

BY LEONARD LIM

THREE-TIME Sportsman of the Year and
Asian Games gold medallist Dr Benedict
Tan is set to chart sailing’s next wave.

He was the sole nominee for the presi-
dency of SingaporeSailing when nomina-
tions for executive committee positions
closed on Thursday ahead of the June 28
annual general meeting.

His top priority will be to achieve
Olympic glory at the London 2012 Games.

The 42-year-old doctor, who raced at
the 1996 Atlanta Olympics, yesterday
paid tribute to past presidents like Ng Ser
Miang and outgoing president Low Teo
Ping.

Dr Tan, who is currently a deputy pres-
ident in Low’s committee, added: “Sail-
ing got to where it is today because of the
tireless effort and capabilities of count-
less sailors before me.

“I intend to carry on that tradition of
tapping on the best minds the sailing com-
munity has to offer, to ensure the

long-term success of the sport.”
Low, who is also the chief of the Singa-

pore Rugby Union, announced on May 17
that he would not be seeking re-election

after 12 years at the helm.
When nominations opened on June 5,

five of the national body’s nine affiliate
clubs – including Changi Sailing Club –
nominated Dr Tan for the top post.

Said Dr Tan, who is the head and sen-
ior consultant of Changi Sports Medicine
Centre: “When the rest of the clubs of-
fered to send in their forms as well, I po-
litely reminded them that it was not nec-
essary.

“I am touched by the pledge of sup-
port from all nine voting clubs – it is a
demonstration of the unity that is charac-
teristic of Singapore’s sailing community.
It is this unity that will see us through fu-
ture challenges.”

During Low’s tenure, local sailors won
numerous world youth championships,
Asian Games and South-east Asia Games
medals.

Their success is partly due to Dr Tan’s
work. When Singapore’s sailors returned
without any medals from the 2002 Asian
Games in South Korea, he was asked to es-

tablish and chair a High Performance Sail-
ing Committee.

With his technical knowledge of the
sport, along with his formal training in
sports science, the sailor who once
trained among the rocky outcrops of Pu-
lau Ubin and Changi to hone his boat-han-
dling skills carried out a major overhaul
of the high-performance framework.

Subsequently, Singapore went on to
win five golds at the 2006 Asian Games
in Doha to emerge as the continent’s top
sailing nation.

The sailors are set to be the Republic’s
top medal hopes at this year’s edition in
Guangzhou in November.

Former sailing president Peter Lim
said of Dr Tan: “I noticed Ben the kid
growing up.

“What made the strongest and a last-
ing impression was the dedication he put
into his sport, the consideration and civili-
ty he extended to both peers and elders,
and his willingness to share what, selfish-
ly, he could have kept to himself to excel
and stay ahead.”

“My expectations are
really kind of low.”
CASEY WITTENBERG, who trails
Lee Westwood by one shot at
the St Jude Classic golf
tournament, a warm-up for the
US Open, after a 64. He had
missed his last four cuts on the
Nationwide developmental tour

Former top sailor Dr Benedict Tan is set to
chart the sport’s next wave as president of
SingaporeSailing. ST FILE PHOTO

Red Bull must heal internal divisions fast

Ben Tan to head S’pore’s bid for Olympic glory

Canadian GP
Qualifying
Live, Ch273, tomorrow, 12.50am

Race
Live, Ch273, tomorrow, 11.45pm

Red Bull’s problems, though, extend to
the way their management has handled the incident. Outbursts by
Dr Helmut Markko, Red Bull Racing’s driver development manager,
inflamed rather than defused the pressures in the Istanbul paddock
and undermined team principal Christian Horner’s authority.

sport�

 
● THE STRAITS TIMES SATURDAY, JUNE 12 2010 PAGE C35

2078765-1
2078765-1
2078765-1
2078765-1
2078765-1
2078765-1
2078765-3
2078765-4
2077284-1
2077284-2
2078984-4
2078984-6
2079146-4
2079018-1
2079018-1
2079018-1
2079018-1
2079018-2
2079018-4
chongchj
Rectangle


