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Sungei Road Free Hawking Zone is not
the only place in Singapore where one
can get a street or flea-market shopping
experience. Here are some others:
� China Square Central Weekend
Flea Market: Held on Sundays from
10am to 7pm, the flea market boasts
about 50 vendors selling everything
from antiques to toys and craft goods.
� Bugis Street: With more than 600
shops, Bugis Street is known for its
young and trendy vibe. Goods sold
include clothes and accessories such as
bags, belts and eye wear.
� Zouk Flea and Easy Market: Held
at Zouk once every three months, on a
Sunday. Mostly clothes that cater to
the younger crowd.

OTHER FLEA MARKETS
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Outdated electronic goods, used power tools as well as old coins and watches are the usual fare found at the Sungei Road street market.

Goh Chin Lian

A fire broke out on the 20th
storey of the Fook Hai Build-
ing in South Bridge Road last
night.

Three people in the top-
floor residential unit were
sent to Singapore General Hos-
pital because of smoke inhala-
tion.

The Singapore Civil De-
fence Force (SCDF) said it re-
ceived a call about the fire at
7.14pm.

It sent two fire engines,
two Red Rhinos, two fire bikes
and three support vehicles,
which arrived within eight
minutes.

The fire was in the living
room of the unit which be-
longed to one of the three peo-
ple, the SCDF said.

The flames were brought
under control in 45 minutes
and the cause of the fire is still
under investigation, added
the SCDF.

Fook Hai Building has 24
residential units on the six
highest storeys.

The other 14 storeys are oc-
cupied by offices, including
travel agencies like Chan
Brothers Travel.

Fires in residential premis-
es contributed to 68 per cent,
or 3,544, out of the 5,236 fires
that the SCDF responded to
between January and Decem-
ber last year.

Kimberly Spykerman
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Mention “Sungei Road” and old-timers’ eyes light
up. But you will likely get a blank look from today’s
youth.

Whatever it is, this Thieves’ Market is now a shad-
ow of its bustling past, when cars had hub caps – not
sports rims – and TV sets could be repaired.

Up till maybe 20 years ago, a stolen hub cap
could, with luck, be replaced by a foray into the flour-
ishing street market – officially called the Sungei
Road Free Hawking Zone. Antique hunters might
even get lucky.

Singaporeans now mostly dismiss the place as
one hawking worthless junk. But cash-strapped for-
eign workers still go there for such items as used cell-
phones.

The so-called market in fact covers three roads –
Pitt Street, Larut Road and Pasar Lane. It now has
214 vendors, said the National Environment Agency
(NEA) which does a monthly census there.

It recently made the news when a bicycle thief
was caught, and cyclists and bicycle shop owners sug-
gested that Sungei Road would be where such stolen
goods were sold.

The site first emerged in the 1930s.
But vendors there – all of whom do not pay rent –

told The Sunday Times that business has been bad,
especially for the past three to four years.

“When you compare it to how it was like way
back, it’s like comparing heaven and earth,” lament-
ed one vendor who wanted to be known only as Mr
Ng, 66. He has been hawking used electronic and
other items there for more than 40 years.

He claimed that 10 years ago, he could easily
make $10,000 in a month. Now, there are days when
he does not even close a single deal.

Other vendors echoed his nostalgia. “Things here
are not branded or new, so Singaporeans don’t want
them. They go to shopping malls to get what they
want,” said vendor Ling Chin Piew, 56, who sells jew-
ellery and trinkets.

When The Sunday Times recently visited the site,
it found that many items were indeed, well, junk.

One vendor admitted that his wares were mostly
items salvaged from his days as a cleaner in an HDB
estate.

There were stalls full of old TV remotes, cheap
toys that had come with fast-food meals, discarded
sports trophies and even photo albums filled with
faded holiday snapshots.

One vendor even showed off a ratty, half-opened
box of condoms. Expiry date: December 1995. Price:
$2.

Some bemoaned the site’s current situation. One,
who wanted to be known only as Madam Lai, 80,
said: “Now, there’s mostly rubbish here.”

A retiree in his 40s said he still visits the area as he
is a friend of the vendors, but he seldom buys any-
thing. He said: “Most of the vendors here can’t af-
ford to pay rent and just want to earn a few dollars.
But they sell junk. Who wants to buy junk?”

Foreign workers or students have become the pro-
spective customers.

Business school student Harjit Singh, 23, from
Punjab, frequents the market to buy cheap electron-
ic goods. “They are cheap. I can get a cellphone for
about $100,” he said.

A welder from Bangladesh, Mr Moharali Khush,
37, found a pair of trousers for $3. “The things are
not very nice, so I only come because it’s cheap and
if I really need something.”

Different agencies work together to manage the
area. For example, the NEA regulates the goods for
sale in the zone while the Land Transport Authority
allows the temporary daily closure of roads from
1pm to 7pm.

The police monitor the area for theft, crime and
stolen goods.

An NEA spokesman said the site offers items
which may otherwise end up as waste. “In addition,
the activities there provide the financially strapped
with a source of income,” he said.
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Sumita Sreedharan

Ms Lina Chong Lin Lin once chal-
lenged an argumentative youth to
a contest on a computer game
called Counter-Strike.

“I had one male student who of-
ten had a stern look and always
wanted to pick a fight,” recalled Ms
Chong, chairman of the Pasir Ris
Elias Community Club Youth Exec-
utive Committee. She and her team
also work with at-risk youths.

“He’d challenge every action we
took or any programme we organ-
ised,” she added.

Instead of giving in to him, she
took him on at Counter-Strike.

She told him that if she won, he
had to talk to her.

“I won the game,” she said, and
the youth did just that.

For her never-say-die attitude,
Ms Chong, 32, won the Excellent
Youth Award.

It is presented to an individual
who has made extraordinary contri-
butions to the promotion of youth
development.

She was among eight winners at
the People’s Association Youth
Movement (PAYM) awards ceremo-

ny at the Resorts World Conven-
tion Centre.

Ms Chong, an assistant manager
at Nanyang Polytechnic, and her
team pioneered a scheme to men-
tor at-risk youth identified by their
schools, and youth under proba-
tion.

“Youth at risk are not bad kids.
They are just kids who need to be
understood, kids who need space
for expression, kids who need some-
one to look up too,” she said.

Ms Chong, who has done com-
munity work since she was in pri-
mary school, first joined her grass-

roots group in 2000.
The guest of honour at yester-

day’s event was Ms Grace Fu, Sen-
ior Minister of State for National De-
velopment and Education and also
a member of the People’s Associa-
tion board of management.

The PAYM, led by youth, uses
community service projects, adven-
ture and arts and cultural activities
to reach out to those aged 12 to 35.

“This award is a platform for me
to reach out to even more young
people. I see it as a call to them, tell-
ing them there are more ways to be
involved,” said Ms Chong.
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Ms Lina Chong at the ceremony with her award, which she won for her
extraordinary contribution to the promotion of youth development.

Sungei Road street market sees
poor business despite most items
there being peddled at a steal
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One can find a variety of things at the Thieves’ Market – including second-hand laptops. Its
prospective customers these days are mainly foreign workers or students.

Dedicated youth worker wins award
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